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    Bengaluru FC brace for ‘toughest test yet’ as Mumbai FC come calling

    
  January 17, 2017

    
      
              
      

  
  
    Albert Roca said his boys were bracing for what could be their toughest challenge of the I-League season yet when Bengaluru FC host old foes Mumbai FC at the Kanteerava Stadium, in Bengaluru, on Wednesday.

A new-look Mumbai side that includes coach Santosh Kashyap as a summer signing matched the Blues in getting their season off to the perfect start with six points from two games and Roca feels the task won’t be easy. “This is a team that is mentally strong after two wins. So we are ready for a hard battle. They have enough talent to put us in trouble and they will try it. But we are ready for that,” said Roca while addressing the press on the eve of the game.

The Blues have had a flawless start scoring five goals and conceding none in wins over Shillong Lajong and Chennai City FC. But the hosts will have to switch gears if they are to take away something from Mumbai who have always upped their game for this particular fixture.

Making a return to Bengaluru’s Fortress for the first time since parting ways with the Indian champions will be Thoi Singh, Siam Hanghal, ShiltonD’Silva and Karan Sawhney. In fact, it was Thoi and Sawhney who scored the winnners for Mumbai against DSK Shivajians and Churchill Brothers and it will be interesting to see how they turn up in a once familiar setting.

While this fixture has never been short of drama, it’s seldom got to do with the football but more with the touchline shenanigans and banter from the stands. However, with Kashyap at the helm of things, that could change. “I am a coach who loves to play attacking football and Bengaluru FC too like to come out and play and I’m sure we will have a very exciting game of footballtomorrow,” said Kashyap. Four of the six games played between the sides have ended in draws while Mumbai FC and Bengaluru have won a game each.

Though the visitors are yet to sign a foreign player, Kashyap said he had enough confidence in the Indian boys to get the job done.

On the Bengaluru front, midfielder Cameron Watson has completely recovered form a stomach bug that consigned him to the bench against Chennai City and there could be a small shuffle should Roca decide to start the Australian.

Mumbai, meanwhile, have traveled with a fully fit squad.

The game will be televised live on the Ten 2 network at 19.00 IST.

(Bengaluru FC Press Release)
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            Chris Punnakkattu Daniel

      
                  I'm a creative mind working in football management, consulting and media with more than 20 years of experience in football business and sports media. I love travelling, photography and share things I like. Consultancy, Project Management and Public Relations for professional football clubs, federations, media and corporates on (Indian) football. Indian football expert, writer and blogger. Strategic Advisor to Women's Bundesliga 2 side FSV Gütersloh 2009. Former COO cum Assistant Editor-in-Chief of IndianFootball.Com and its parent company. [+ Read more]              
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	FIFA makes new women’s football digital marketing course available to Member FAs!Coinciding with International Women’s Day, FIFA has released a new course to support representatives in each of FIFA’s 211 Member Associations in improving and enhancing their digital marketing initiatives. The course, available free to digital, marketing, media and communications representatives within all of FIFA’s Member Associations, supports stakeholders in establishing or improving their digital presence […]

	IFA (West Bengal) celebrates International Women’s Day!The Indian Football Association (IFA) hosted a grand celebration in commemoration of International Women’s Day, paying tribute to the remarkable achievements and invaluable contributions of women from diverse backgrounds in their respective fields. The event took place on Friday, March 8, 2024, at the HB Block Ground in Saltlake, amidst an atmosphere of joy and […]
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