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    FC Goa’s Dheeraj Singh: ACL clean sheet one of the best moments of my career

    
  April 16, 2021

    
      
        FC Goa goalkeeper Dheeraj Singh Moirangthem. (Photo courtesy: AIFF Media)
      
      

  
  
    FC Goa custodian Dheeraj Singh Moirangthem hailed his side’s memorable result against Qatari club Al Rayyan as “one of the best moments” of his career, after maintaining a clean sheet against the Laurent Blanc-coached team.

FC Goa became a part of Indian Football history when they became the first Indian club to play in the AFC Champions League Group Stage. The Gaurs made the occasion all the more special when they earned a point in their very first game against one of Asia’s finest.

“It was a great opportunity for me and the entire FC Goa team because we get to represent FC Goa and the nation at once. Getting a clean sheet is obviously a great feeling for the goalkeeper and the defence,” said the former AIFF Academy cadet. “It shows how you went about the defensive work. Obviously, it was a great feeling and I feel last night was one of the best moments in my playing career.”

“It was a very good game and we knew that it was going to be difficult. All the boys put out a great effort. We gave our best as a team and I think it is a big achievement and a good result for us. It was a great start to the Champions League and we are looking forward to the next match,” he continued.

In his very first match in the AFC Champions League, Dheeraj, who had also represented India in the FIFA U-17 World Cup four years back, came face-to-face with stars like former PSG Academy product Yacine Brahimi, who has also played in top Spanish and Portuguese clubs like Granada CF and FC Porto.

“Playing against experienced players like Brahimi and many others is a tough challenge,” said Dheeraj. “I prepare myself in a really calm and normal way. I didn’t get much excited before the match started and I tried to control myself.”

The custodian further went on to reveal that his first AFC Champions League match required a different approach than normal. 

“I prepared myself in a different way. During the Hero ISL, I used to watch the videos of other teams. But for the last match, I just watched the set pieces and I didn’t go through the individual clips because I wanted to play my natural game. I wanted to prepare for every situation that could come,” he said.

FC Goa are set to face Al Wahda in their second Group E game at the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium in Goa, on Saturday, April 17, 2021. Dheeraj earned high praise from Al Wahda head coach Henk ten Cate ahead of the match.

“They are a very well organised team with a very good defensive centre. They have a really, really good goalkeeper too. So we will be facing good opponents who already have a point, and we don’t. But, one win can change the whole thing,” ten Cate said in the pre-match press conference.

The point earned against Al Rayyan has given Dheeraj and his teammates a lot of confidence, and the Gaurs will now be looking to build on that for the rest of their Group E matches.

“Getting a point in the starting of the tournament gives you confidence. I am hoping that our players will be more aware of the level, so we should be preparing really well and we are looking forward to delivering more no matter what the result is, we will try to give our best,” stated Dheeraj.

(AIFF Media)
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                  I'm a creative mind working in football management, consulting and media with more than 20 years of experience in football business and sports media. I love travelling, photography and share things I like. Consultancy, Project Management and Public Relations for professional football clubs, federations, media and corporates on (Indian) football. Indian football expert, writer and blogger. Strategic Advisor to Women's Bundesliga 2 side FSV Gütersloh 2009. Former COO cum Assistant Editor-in-Chief of IndianFootball.Com and its parent company. [+ Read more]              
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	Igor Stimac calls on AIFF President Kalyan Chaubey in Kolkata!AIFF President, Kalyan Chaubey, had a meeting with Senior National Men’s Team Coach, Igor Stimac, in Kolkata on Friday, March 8, 2024, about India’s upcoming matches in the FIFA World Cup qualifiers against Afghanistan and Kuwait. IFA President Ajit Banerjee and Secretary Anirban Dutta were present at the meeting. India are set to face Afghanistan […]

	Mumbai City FC VIDEO: Vinit Rai ahead of Jamshedpur FC game!Mumbai City FC midfielder Vinit Rai spoke ahead of his teams Indian Super League encounter against Jamshedpur FC tonight. Further Vinit reconnected with his roots as he visited the Tata Football Academy. The post Mumbai City FC VIDEO: Vinit Rai ahead of Jamshedpur FC game! appeared first on Arunava about Football.
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