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    Young Blue Tigers recall ‘humbling’ experience of meeting Copa America winning coach Lionel Scaloni in 2018

    
  July 12, 2021

    
      
        India U-20 national team with Argentina legends Pablo Aimar and Lionel Scaloni. (Photo courtesy: AIFF Media)
      
      

  
  
    As Argentina went on to win the Copa America beating arch rivals Brazil by a solitary goal in the final on Sunday (July 11), half-way across the world on the other side of the globe, a bunch of young boys in India sat in awe and in surprise that the man who they had once met, three years back has now coached Lionel Messi and his teammates to lift one of the most prestigious titles in the World of football.

Before taking charge of the Albiceleste, Lionel Scaloni was coaching the Argentina U-20 side, when they faced their Indian counterparts in the COTIF Cup in Spain.

Suresh Singh Wangjam, who was an instrumental part of the India U-20 midfield, and has since gone on to exert his influence in the senior India side, was surprised when he first heard that the same coach had gone on to win a prestigious title.

“I actually didn’t know that he had become the Head coach at Argentina, and was quite surprised when I first heard. It was then that I recalled that we had played against the Argentina U-20 side coached by him, and we even met him after the game,” Suresh said to the-aiff.com.

“There was a bit of a communication gap, as he was not so fluent in English, but he praised us a lot, and said a lot of good things about us,” recalled Suresh. “It feels good that we had had such praises from someone of his stature.”

The India U20 side, had in fact, upset all the odds, as they beat Argentina 2-1 in that match. Scaloni and his boys were staying at the same hotel as India, and the Argentinian coach had a lot of good words, especially for captain Amarjit Singh Kiyam after the game.

“Indian Captain Amarjit Singh played very well against Argentina and Jeakson Singh was very impressive the manner he played,” Scaloni had said to the-aiff.com back in 2018. “We are happy to meet these young players. The Indian Team were very well behaved in the team hotel and there was mutual respect between both the teams.”

Amarjit himself recalled that both Scaloni and his assistant Pablo Aimar had met with the Indian team the day after the match, something that was a rather humbling experience for the young boy who had captained India in the FIFA U-17 World Cup the previous year.

“We had a brief meeting with the two coaches at the team hotel. We actually used to run into their team in the dining area,” recalled Amarjit. “But it was a surprise for me, when their coach came and said so many good things to us. For a moment it didn’t feel like they were from such a big footballing nation.”

“I remember that he was also very happy at how humble we were, even after defeating Argentina. We were all in the same hotel, but we showed them a lot of respect, even after that win, and I think he appreciated that a lot,” said Amarjit.

Blue Tigers defender Narender Gahlot, who was also a part of that India U-20 side, was also surprised to see Scaloni winning such a prestigious trophy.

“He came across as a motivating coach. He told us to stick to the basics and encouraged us to do better in the future. He is an inspirational man.”

(Soumo Ghosh / AIFF Media)
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                  I'm a creative mind working in football management, consulting and media with more than 20 years of experience in football business and sports media. I love travelling, photography and share things I like. Consultancy, Project Management and Public Relations for professional football clubs, federations, media and corporates on (Indian) football. Indian football expert, writer and blogger. Strategic Advisor to Women's Bundesliga 2 side FSV Gütersloh 2009. Former COO cum Assistant Editor-in-Chief of IndianFootball.Com and its parent company. [+ Read more]              
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              Amarjit Singh Kiyam in action for the Indian national team. (Photo courtesy: AIFF Media)
            
            Amarjit Singh Kiyam seals loan switch to SC East Bengal

            
              Indian Super League
              August 31, 2021
            

          
        
                
          
            
              Indian international Amarjit Singh Kiyam helping out his family on their farm near Imphal. (Photo courtesy: Amarjit Singh Kiyam)
            
            Amarjit Singh uses the off-season to learn new things on family’s paddy farm

            
              Team India
              May 13, 2021
            

          
        
                
          
            
              FC Goa's Indian national team players. (Photo courtesy: AIFF Media)
            
            Huge achievement for Indian Football, echo FC Goa stars ahead of ‘special’ AFC Champions League debut

            
              AFC Champions League , Indian Super League , Team India
              April 10, 2021
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	Igor Stimac calls on AIFF President Kalyan Chaubey in Kolkata!AIFF President, Kalyan Chaubey, had a meeting with Senior National Men’s Team Coach, Igor Stimac, in Kolkata on Friday, March 8, 2024, about India’s upcoming matches in the FIFA World Cup qualifiers against Afghanistan and Kuwait. IFA President Ajit Banerjee and Secretary Anirban Dutta were present at the meeting. India are set to face Afghanistan […]

	Mumbai City FC VIDEO: Vinit Rai ahead of Jamshedpur FC game!Mumbai City FC midfielder Vinit Rai spoke ahead of his teams Indian Super League encounter against Jamshedpur FC tonight. Further Vinit reconnected with his roots as he visited the Tata Football Academy. The post Mumbai City FC VIDEO: Vinit Rai ahead of Jamshedpur FC game! appeared first on Arunava about Football.



              

    

  




        	
	
	
	


        © 2016 CPD FOOTBALL by Chris Punnakkattu Daniel | Impressum | Privacy policy






  


	
		

		Manage Cookie Consent

		
			
		

	


	

	
		We use technologies like cookies to store and/or access device information. We do this to improve browsing experience and to show (non-) personalised ads. Consenting to these technologies will allow us to process data such as browsing behaviour or unique IDs on this site. Not consenting or withdrawing consent, may adversely affect certain features and functions.

		
		
			
				
						
							Functional
							
								
									
									Functional
								
								Always active							
							
								
							
						
				
				
					The technical storage or access is strictly necessary for the legitimate purpose of enabling the use of a specific service explicitly requested by the subscriber or user, or for the sole purpose of carrying out the transmission of a communication over an electronic communications network.
				

			

			
				
						
							Preferences
							
								
								Preferences
							
							
								
							
						
				
				
					The technical storage or access is necessary for the legitimate purpose of storing preferences that are not requested by the subscriber or user.
				

			

			
				
						
							Statistics
							
								
								Statistics
							
							
								
							
						
				
				
					The technical storage or access that is used exclusively for statistical purposes.
					The technical storage or access that is used exclusively for anonymous statistical purposes. Without a subpoena, voluntary compliance on the part of your Internet Service Provider, or additional records from a third party, information stored or retrieved for this purpose alone cannot usually be used to identify you.
				

			
			
				
						
							Marketing
							
								
								Marketing
							
							
								
							
						
				
				
					The technical storage or access is required to create user profiles to send advertising, or to track the user on a website or across several websites for similar marketing purposes.
				

			
		

			


	
		Manage options
		Manage services
		Manage {vendor_count} vendors
		Read more about these purposes
			


	


	
		Accept
		Deny
		Show settings
		Save settings
		Show settings
			


	
		{title}
		{title}
		{title}
			






					Manage cookie consent













				
						  