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    Dozens of German soccer representatives, Jewish leaders gather in Dortmund to better combat Antisemitism in sport

    
  March 31, 2022

    
      
        “Antisemitism and Professional Football: Challenges, Opportunities & Network” conference organized by the German Football League (DFL), the World Jewish Congress (WJC) and the Central Council of Jews in Germany. (Image courtesy: DFL)
      
      

  
  
    More than 100 representatives of German professional football joined Jewish community leaders and experts on Wednesday, March 30 to grapple with how professional soccer clubs can more effectively combat antisemitism.

The conference, “Antisemitism and Professional Football: Challenges, Opportunities & Network,” was organized by the German Football League (DFL), the World Jewish Congress (WJC) and the Central Council of Jews in Germany. It marked the first time that a national-level football league has engaged on such a large scale with the Jewish community on the topic of antisemitism within the wider context of sporting activities.

Held at Borussia Dortmund’s Signal Iduna Park, the event offered insights into the current projects of Germany’s soccer clubs and the DFL, as well as potential opportunities for working with the Jewish community and others to develop sustainable and meaningful initiatives to fight hate.

Last year, the DFL Members Assembly, the 36 clubs of the Bundesliga and Bundesliga 2, unanimously decided to adopt the working definition of antisemitism of the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA), opposing antisemitism in all its forms. A commonly accepted understanding of antisemitism is needed to fight it effectively, said several of the presenters at the conference.

The day began with keynote addresses by WJC Executive Vice President Dr. Maram Stern; President of the Central Council of Jews in Germany Dr. Josef Schuster; and DFL Executive Committee Member Ansgar Schwenken.

“The fight against antisemitism in society is not decided by the words of politics, but by deeds and daily and sustainable work in all parts of society,” said Dr. Maram Stern, Executive Vice President of the World Jewish Congress.

Dr. Josef Schuster, President of the Central Council of Jews in Germany, said, “There are a plethora of initiatives, especially for the memory of athletes who were expelled during the Nazi era or murdered in the Shoah. With today’s symposium, we are taking a strong step to combat hate in the present.”

Ansgar Schwenken, DFL Executive Committee member, added: “Addressing antisemitism is a continuous process, not one that ends simply because you decide you know enough or because you believe you have talked or thought about it enough. That is what makes today’s conference exactly the right way for us to work together, standing united against the challenges in this area.”

“Sport has a unique ability to promote diversity”

Dr. Felix Klein, Federal Government Commissioner for Jewish Life in Germany and the Fight against antisemitism, and Mahmut Özdemir, Parliamentary State Secretary to the Federal Minister of the Interior and Homeland, also spoke.

“Sport has a unique ability to promote diversity and unite different facets of German society,” said Dr. Felix Klein. “This is clearly demonstrated by the fact that Jewish sporting clubs such as Maccabi do not limit their membership solely to those within the Jewish community, but are open to all other religious and ethnic groups.”

Mahmut Özdemir, State Secretary, said in his welcoming address, “Unfortunately, antisemitism is an omnipresent problem in sports. Only by joining forces will it be possible to take action against it. Professional football, the World Jewish Congress and the Central Council of Jews are therefore sending an unmistakable signal with this event.”

After the morning session, a series of workshops, including “Conspiracy Myths: When Thoughts Become Dangerous” and “Hate on the Net: Antisemitic Posts and What to Do About Them,” sensitized conference participants to the issues affecting the Jewish community, both in Germany and around the globe.

Also delivering keynote remarks were literary scholar Dr. Yael Kupferberg; Managing Director of the Central Council of Jews in Germany Daniel Botmann; and antisemitism researcher Pavel Brunssen.
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            Chris Punnakkattu Daniel

      
                  I'm a creative mind working in football management, consulting and media with more than 20 years of experience in football business and sports media. I love travelling, photography and share things I like. Consultancy, Project Management and Public Relations for professional football clubs, federations, media and corporates on (Indian) football. Indian football expert, writer and blogger. Strategic Advisor to Women's Bundesliga 2 side FSV Gütersloh 2009. Former COO cum Assistant Editor-in-Chief of IndianFootball.Com and its parent company. [+ Read more]              
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	Jamshedpur FC’s Mohammed Sanan speaks before Mumbai City FC game!Jamshedpur FC winger Mohammed Sanan spoke to the media ahead of the Indian Super League clash against Mumbai City FC. On his boost in confidence… Certainly, having the coach’s belief in me serves as a significant motivator, as does the confidence of my teammates. It adds an extra drive to perform well under pressure, whether […]

	AFC U-17 Women’s Asian Cup 2024 Groups finalised!The AFC U-17 Women’s Asian Cup Indonesia 2024 is all set for take off following the official draw at the AFC House in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on Thursday. The tournament will be played in Bali from May 6 to 19, 2024. Leading the teams in the race for glory will be Japan, who won the […]



              

    

  




        	
	
	
	


        © 2016 CPD FOOTBALL by Chris Punnakkattu Daniel | Impressum | Privacy policy






  


	
		

		Manage Cookie Consent

		
			
		

	


	

	
		We use technologies like cookies to store and/or access device information. We do this to improve browsing experience and to show (non-) personalised ads. Consenting to these technologies will allow us to process data such as browsing behaviour or unique IDs on this site. Not consenting or withdrawing consent, may adversely affect certain features and functions.

		
		
			
				
						
							Functional
							
								
									
									Functional
								
								Always active							
							
								
							
						
				
				
					The technical storage or access is strictly necessary for the legitimate purpose of enabling the use of a specific service explicitly requested by the subscriber or user, or for the sole purpose of carrying out the transmission of a communication over an electronic communications network.
				

			

			
				
						
							Preferences
							
								
								Preferences
							
							
								
							
						
				
				
					The technical storage or access is necessary for the legitimate purpose of storing preferences that are not requested by the subscriber or user.
				

			

			
				
						
							Statistics
							
								
								Statistics
							
							
								
							
						
				
				
					The technical storage or access that is used exclusively for statistical purposes.
					The technical storage or access that is used exclusively for anonymous statistical purposes. Without a subpoena, voluntary compliance on the part of your Internet Service Provider, or additional records from a third party, information stored or retrieved for this purpose alone cannot usually be used to identify you.
				

			
			
				
						
							Marketing
							
								
								Marketing
							
							
								
							
						
				
				
					The technical storage or access is required to create user profiles to send advertising, or to track the user on a website or across several websites for similar marketing purposes.
				

			
		

			


	
		Manage options
		Manage services
		Manage {vendor_count} vendors
		Read more about these purposes
			


	


	
		Accept
		Deny
		Show settings
		Save settings
		Show settings
			


	
		{title}
		{title}
		{title}
			






					Manage cookie consent













				
						  