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    Blue Tigers gear-up Hong Kong challenge with ‘pleasant headache’

    
  June 13, 2022

    
      
        Indian national team head coach Igor Štimac and captain Sunil Chhetri at the AFC Asian Cup 2023 pre-match press conference. (Photo courtesy: AIFF Media)
      
      

  
  
    Headaches! They are irritating, aren’t they? But for National Team Head Coach Igor Stimac, they are “pleasant, and wonderful.”

“We will train and then decide who is to be rested and who will start against Hong Kong. But whom do you pick and who do you leave out?” Stimac referred to having Kotal, Bose, Thapa, Sahal, and Yasir amongst others waiting for their chance on the bench. “This is my main worry, and I love this worry. I love this kind of headache you know – it’s a pleasant one, a wonderful one.” He was speaking at the official pre-match official press conference.

India play Hong Kong in their last match of the Group D Asian Cup qualifiers at the VYBK on Tuesday (June 14, 2022), the kick-off of which is at 8.30 pm. The match is to be telecast live on Star Sports network, and the live streaming will be available one Disney+ Hotstar and Jio TV. Afghanistan play Cambodia in the other match of the day at 5 pm IST.

“Obviously there is less pressure on us to win this game but the hunger and motivation remain the same. We need to go out and start playing the way we did against Afghanistan to win this game,” said Stimac.

As things in the group stand, both India and Hong Kong are on 6 points each from 2 matches, with Hong Kong enjoying a superior goal difference of +4 in comparison to India’s +3. The 6 group winners, along with the best five 2nd best-placed teams earning a ticket to the AFC Asian Cup 2023.

“There is a big prize at the end which is qualification to the Asian Cup. Even though we have done good in the last two games, we have not achieved anything yet. What we have learnt is to keep everything aside. We just have to focus on the next game, and end the tournament on a positive note,” captain Sunil Chhetri, also present at the press conference, maintained.

Stimac stressed “it’s all about the fitness level and physical condition of each player.”

“We need to compliment Hong Kong for what they have shown in the first two games and credit to them for scoring more than us against Cambodia in their clash,” the coach stated.

Captain Sunil Chhetri averred: “I think we just need to pick up from where we left, because at the start of the tournament, the coach had made sure that we played the tournament to win.”

Sunil also highlighted on the significance of this tournament. “The speciality of this tournament is that if we win tomorrow’s game, we qualify for the Asian Cup 2023. We were there at the Asian Cup the last time in 2019, and we know the feeling — to rub shoulders among the best in Asia is where we want to be.”

Sunil, currently on 83 international goals, made a mention of the young guns in the team, who are coming out with flying colours. “I’m telling you good things are going to happen with this team. Slowly and steadily, they are understanding what they have to do. The likes of Akash, Jeakson, Suresh, Anwar – just imagine what they will be able to do once they get 10-20 caps under their belt.”

Stimac reminded, “the boys he mentioned are perfect for the system. I want everyone to appreciate them more. Since AIFF made sure to bring the World Cup, and Indian Arrows, there have been so many good players who have come through.”

(AIFF Media)
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            Chris Punnakkattu Daniel

      
                  I'm a creative mind working in football management, consulting and media with more than 20 years of experience in football business and sports media. I love travelling, photography and share things I like. Consultancy, Project Management and Public Relations for professional football clubs, federations, media and corporates on (Indian) football. Indian football expert, writer and blogger. Strategic Advisor to Women's Bundesliga 2 side FSV Gütersloh 2009. Former COO cum Assistant Editor-in-Chief of IndianFootball.Com and its parent company. [+ Read more]              
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              The Indian national team players and staff celebrate their qualification for AFC Asian Cup 2023. (Photo courtesy: AIFF Media)
            
            India put four past Hong Kong, finish top of AFC Asian Cup Qualification Group

            
              AFC Asian Cup 2023 , Team India
              June 14, 2022
            

          
        
                
          
            
              The Indian national team. (Photo courtesy: AIFF Media)
            
            India drawn with Hong Kong, Afghanistan, Cambodia in final round of AFC Asian Cup qualifiers

            
              AFC Asian Cup 2023 , Team India
              February 24, 2022
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	Igor Stimac calls on AIFF President Kalyan Chaubey in Kolkata!AIFF President, Kalyan Chaubey, had a meeting with Senior National Men’s Team Coach, Igor Stimac, in Kolkata on Friday, March 8, 2024, about India’s upcoming matches in the FIFA World Cup qualifiers against Afghanistan and Kuwait. IFA President Ajit Banerjee and Secretary Anirban Dutta were present at the meeting. India are set to face Afghanistan […]

	Mumbai City FC VIDEO: Vinit Rai ahead of Jamshedpur FC game!Mumbai City FC midfielder Vinit Rai spoke ahead of his teams Indian Super League encounter against Jamshedpur FC tonight. Further Vinit reconnected with his roots as he visited the Tata Football Academy. The post Mumbai City FC VIDEO: Vinit Rai ahead of Jamshedpur FC game! appeared first on Arunava about Football.
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