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    Senior players have inspired us to take up football, says Young Tigresses

    
  October 10, 2022

    
      
        The India U-17 women's national team in training. (Photo courtesy: AIFF Media)
      
      

  
  
    There are several footballers, who were drawn to the game while following their seniors’ play for the National team. But few can boast of watching those stars playing in their backyards.

But that is exactly the story of at least five Haryana girls in the India U-17 squad, waiting to play the World Cup in the next couple of days.

Varshika who hails from Alakhpura (Haryana) is a huge follower of Sanju Yadav, a defender in the Senior Women’s National Team and started playing football when she was seven years old.

“I used to watch Sanju didi, and Ritu didi play and train in our village ground. And since then I have started playing football. Firstly, I had no idea how far I could go, but watching them play for the country gave me that extra push,” she said.

“When I represented the state a few years ago, I was determined to play for the country and did not look back ever since,” added Varshika.

Neha mentions Renu and Manisha Kalyan, the strikers in the Senior Women’s National team, as her idol. Neha belongs to the same village where Renu and Manisha stay in Haryana.

“My brother saw Renu play in our village and asked me also to play and learn football. I never thought this would become my passion and that I can play in the World Cup”, she smiled.

When asked about her inspiration, she said, “Renu and Manisha didi are my idols, I have grown up watching their games. I have learnt a lot from them- their game style, and the way they control the ball. I want to become like them one day with all their qualities”.

Naketa, a shy girl, mentions Sanju’s name as her inspirational factor. “I grew up watching Sanju didi and have taken a lot of inspiration from her. She has worked hard to become what she is today.”

Sheilja, who started playing football from the age of eight, is also a keen follower of Sanju and belongs to Alakhpura (Haryana).

“Sanju didi is from our village, I want to become like her. She is very calm and plays with full concentration. It is not easy, and I am trying to apply all these in my games,” the midfielder said.

“I never imagined getting selected for the World Cup squad. It’s a huge thing for me and my family. I will not disappoint them.”

Kajol who also hails from the same village, started playing with her sister and looks up to her senior players like Ritu Rani, Ashalata Devi.

“My father did not support me earlier but when I got selected for the squad, I told him – Look, I will also play for the country now as our senior didi – Ritu Rani did,” she said.

“I watch their games a lot and try to take something out of it. I have worked hard for this moment to come. It’s time to support each other and give all the efforts on the pitch”, Kajol concluded.

(Sruti Chakraborty / AIFF Media)
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            Chris Punnakkattu Daniel

      
                  I'm a creative mind working in football management, consulting and media with more than 20 years of experience in football business and sports media. I love travelling, photography and share things I like. Consultancy, Project Management and Public Relations for professional football clubs, federations, media and corporates on (Indian) football. Indian football expert, writer and blogger. Strategic Advisor to Women's Bundesliga 2 side FSV Gütersloh 2009. Former COO cum Assistant Editor-in-Chief of IndianFootball.Com and its parent company. [+ Read more]              
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              Germany U-16 WNT coaches Friederike "Fritzy" Kromp and Julia Šimić with Chris Punnakkattu Daniel.
            
            Germany U-16 WNT register a win and a draw against Norway in two back-to-back friendlies

            
              FIFA U-17 Women's World Cup India 2022 , UEFA
              November 21, 2022
            

          
        
                
          
            
              The Women's national teams of India and Brazil. (Photo courtesy: AIFF Media)
            
            Playing Brazil a once in a lifetime moment, say Blue Tigresses to India U-17s

            
              FIFA U-17 Women's World Cup India 2022 , Team India
              October 18, 2022
            

          
        
                
          
            
              FIFA U-17 Women's World Cup India 2022™ (© FIFA)
            
            India bow out of FIFA U-17 Women’s WC after Brazil defeat

            
              FIFA U-17 Women's World Cup India 2022 , Team India
              October 17, 2022
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+ read more


		
Contact me
			General Media Collaborations


		
Follow me on Social Media
    	
	
	
	
	


    
Instagram | @cpdfootball
			

	
    
		    


	

	
	



	    
	
	




		
Follow me on Facebook
			



		
                  

      

      
      
    

  






    			

	
    
		    


	

	
	



	    
	
	




		





    
              
                                  
                              
  

  
    
      
                  About Me
			
Chris Punnakkattu Daniel

Football Consultant & Sports Media Pro • Columnist & Blogger • #IndianFootball & #Bundesliga Expert • #CPDFootball
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	Igor Stimac calls on AIFF President Kalyan Chaubey in Kolkata!AIFF President, Kalyan Chaubey, had a meeting with Senior National Men’s Team Coach, Igor Stimac, in Kolkata on Friday, March 8, 2024, about India’s upcoming matches in the FIFA World Cup qualifiers against Afghanistan and Kuwait. IFA President Ajit Banerjee and Secretary Anirban Dutta were present at the meeting. India are set to face Afghanistan […]

	Mumbai City FC VIDEO: Vinit Rai ahead of Jamshedpur FC game!Mumbai City FC midfielder Vinit Rai spoke ahead of his teams Indian Super League encounter against Jamshedpur FC tonight. Further Vinit reconnected with his roots as he visited the Tata Football Academy. The post Mumbai City FC VIDEO: Vinit Rai ahead of Jamshedpur FC game! appeared first on Arunava about Football.
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