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    Bengaluru on the road as Chennaiyin challenge awaits

    
  October 13, 2022

    
      
        Bengaluru FC midfielder Danish Farooq putting in a shift at Gold's Gym. (Photo courtesy: Bengaluru FC)
      
      

  
  
    Simon Grayson and his Bengaluru FC side begin a month-long away sojourn when they take on Chennaiyin FC, at the JLN Stadium, in Chennai, on Friday. The Blues, who began their 2022-23 Indian Super League campaign with a 1-0 win over NorthEast United at the Kanteerava Stadium on Saturday, will face Thomas Brdaric’s side in what is the first of three away games on the spin.

“We’re traveling to Chennai with the same intent that we had at home and that is to win the game. In terms of preparations, it isn’t very different from when we play at home. We want to be positive and build on what we’ve managed to do so far. It’s always tough to go away, but we have strong characters on our team who I believe can manage it well,” said Grayson, speaking to the press on the eve of the encounter.

Chennaiyin, under new boss Brdaric, rode on strikes from Kwame Karikari and Rahim Ali to beat ATK Mohun Bagan 2-1 in their opening game of the campaign. The Marina Machans came away with the three points despite having half as many shots as their opposition on the night and Grayson said it was a pattern he will look to avoid when his side visit the JLN Stadium.

“If you look at the games that have happened so far, Odisha couldn’t handle the opening minutes against Jamshedpur, and Chennaiyin couldn’t do the same against ATK Mohun Bagan. But both Odisha and Chennaiyin managed to stay in contention and get positive results. We’ve got to be wary of this, have a clear idea of what we want to do to manage the game,” Grayson added.

Having won their last two competitive games through set-pieces, first the Durand Cup final and then the encounter against the Highlanders, Grayson mentioned that dead-ball situations were vital to his side, but stressed that the Blues would do well not to be over-reliant on them.

“We’ve done a lot of work on set-pieces and on variations. We’ve got some big players in Sandesh (Jhingan), Aleks (Jovanovic), Alan (Costa), Bruno (Ramires), so we have to take advantage of that. In Roy (Krishna), Sunil (Chhetri) and Sivasakthi (Narayanan), we’ve got some good poachers as well, and when players like Javi and Roshan can deliver the ball well, you’ve got to make use of it. At the same time, we don’t want to be over-reliant on set-pieces either. We had some decent opportunities from open play against NorthEast United and we’ll look to put them away sooner rather than later,” said Grayson.

Kick-off between the Blues and Chennaiyin FC is scheduled for 7.30 pm on Friday, with telecast available on the STAR Sports network, Disney+Hotstar and JioTV.

(Bengaluru FC)
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            Chris Punnakkattu Daniel

      
                  I'm a creative mind working in football management, consulting and media with more than 20 years of experience in football business and sports media. I love travelling, photography and share things I like. Consultancy, Project Management and Public Relations for professional football clubs, federations, media and corporates on (Indian) football. Indian football expert, writer and blogger. Strategic Advisor to Women's Bundesliga 2 side FSV Gütersloh 2009. Former COO cum Assistant Editor-in-Chief of IndianFootball.Com and its parent company. [+ Read more]              
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	FIFA makes new women’s football digital marketing course available to Member FAs!Coinciding with International Women’s Day, FIFA has released a new course to support representatives in each of FIFA’s 211 Member Associations in improving and enhancing their digital marketing initiatives. The course, available free to digital, marketing, media and communications representatives within all of FIFA’s Member Associations, supports stakeholders in establishing or improving their digital presence […]

	IFA (West Bengal) celebrates International Women’s Day!The Indian Football Association (IFA) hosted a grand celebration in commemoration of International Women’s Day, paying tribute to the remarkable achievements and invaluable contributions of women from diverse backgrounds in their respective fields. The event took place on Friday, March 8, 2024, at the HB Block Ground in Saltlake, amidst an atmosphere of joy and […]
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