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    India go down to Australia 1-4 in AFC U-20 Asian Cup Qualifiers

    
  October 16, 2022

    
      
        India U-20 MNT player Taison Singh dribbles past his Australian markers in the AFC U-20 Asian Cup Qualifiers. (Photo courtesy: AIFF Media)
      
      

  
  
    India’s campaign in the AFC U-20 Asian Cup Uzbekistan 2023 Qualifiers suffered a jolt when they went down to Australia 1-4 at the Ali Sabah Al-Salem Stadium in Kuwait City on Sunday, October 16, 2022.

This was India’s second consecutive defeat in the four-team group as they were beaten 2-4 by Iraq in the earlier game.

Like in the match against Iraq two days back, on Sunday too, India were beaten but were certainly not disgraced even if the scoreline  pointed towards a rout. Trailing by two first half goals, India displayed lots of spirit in the second, and pulled one back through skipper Gurkirat Singh, whose sudden long ranger in the 63rd minute caught the Australia goalkeeper Jack Warshawsky on the wrong foot before hitting the post and going in.

It wasn’t the only time when Shanmugam Venkatesh’s boys had the Australia defence in trouble. In fact, on more than one occasion the Indians came close to bringing down the rival goal, but poor marksmanship and bad luck denied India at least a couple of goals that could have made the story of the day a little different.

After reducing the margin through Gurkirat, India had a golden chance to restore parity in the 76th minute. The Indian captain was once again in the thick of things as he rounded off the advancing Aussie goalkeeper to send the ball across an empty goal. Taison ran in from the other side to flick it, but it was blocked off the line at the nick of time, much to the relief of the  Australian bench. The post denied India another golden opportunity early in the second half when Himanshu Jangra cut inside in great style only to find his shot coming back after hitting the nearest upright on the left side.  

In the first half, Australia took the lead in the 12th minute when Garang Koul received the ball just inside the Indian box and smashed it in after going past defender Amandeep. The Indians actually faltered in the midfield as Alex Bandolato was allowed to take the ball in the middle without a proper challenge and he made most of it by sending a perfect through to the right.

The more frustrating bit for the Indians was the way the second goal came against them in the 32nd minute. Joseph Forde  sent a cross from the right and defender Bikash Yumnam, while trying to clear the ball, came up with a header that landed inside the Indian net.

India conceded two more goals in the last five minutes of the match when they were trying to throw in everything into the attack. While in the 86th minute Adrian Segecic struck spectacularly from a volley that beat Indian custodian Syed Zahid Bukhari all ends up, the final nail was driven in by Max Caputo during injury time.

(AIFF Media)
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            Chris Punnakkattu Daniel

      
                  I'm a creative mind working in football management, consulting and media with more than 20 years of experience in football business and sports media. I love travelling, photography and share things I like. Consultancy, Project Management and Public Relations for professional football clubs, federations, media and corporates on (Indian) football. Indian football expert, writer and blogger. Strategic Advisor to Women's Bundesliga 2 side FSV Gütersloh 2009. Former COO cum Assistant Editor-in-Chief of IndianFootball.Com and its parent company. [+ Read more]              
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              The India U-20 national team. (Photo courtesy: AIFF Media)
            
            Shanmugam Venkatesh names 23-member Indian squad for AFC U-20 Asian Cup Qualifiers

            
              AFC U-20 Asian Cup , Team India
              October 11, 2022
            

          
        
                
          
            
              AFC U20 Asian Cup Uzbekistan 2023™ Qualifiers Draw Results (Image courtesy: AFC)
            
            AFC U-20 Asian Cup Uzbekistan 2023 Qualifiers Draw Results

            
              AFC U-20 Asian Cup
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	Igor Stimac calls on AIFF President Kalyan Chaubey in Kolkata!AIFF President, Kalyan Chaubey, had a meeting with Senior National Men’s Team Coach, Igor Stimac, in Kolkata on Friday, March 8, 2024, about India’s upcoming matches in the FIFA World Cup qualifiers against Afghanistan and Kuwait. IFA President Ajit Banerjee and Secretary Anirban Dutta were present at the meeting. India are set to face Afghanistan […]

	Mumbai City FC VIDEO: Vinit Rai ahead of Jamshedpur FC game!Mumbai City FC midfielder Vinit Rai spoke ahead of his teams Indian Super League encounter against Jamshedpur FC tonight. Further Vinit reconnected with his roots as he visited the Tata Football Academy. The post Mumbai City FC VIDEO: Vinit Rai ahead of Jamshedpur FC game! appeared first on Arunava about Football.
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