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    Gokulam Kerala FC become first team to win back-to-back Hero I-League titles

    
  May 14, 2022

    
      
        Hero I-League 2021/22 champions Gokulam Kerala FC. (Photo courtesy: AIFF Media)
      
      

  
  
    Gokulam Kerala held onto their nerves and created history by becoming the first-ever side to win two successive Hero I-League titles after their win against Mohammedan SC, here at the Vivekananda Yuba Bharati Krirangan Stadium tonight. A narrow 2-1 victory on hostile territory saw the Malabarians win the game and win the title with a six point advantage, also ending Mohammedan’s seven-game unbeaten streak in the process.

Mohammedan needed a win to lift the title while Gokulam needed a draw at least to get their hands on the trophy. The stadium filled up as fans of the Black and White Brigade were buzzing and backing their team to attack. Building on the morale boosting support, Mohammedan dominated the possession in the first half while Gokulam seemed content trying their luck on the counter.

The only effort on target in the first half came from an Andelo Rudovic freekick. The Bosnian’s effort was curling away from Rakshit Dagar but lacked power. As a result, the Gokulam shot-stopper palmed it away to safety. At the other end, Zothanmawia almost committed a huge blunder as he came charging out almost towards the middle third to stop Jourdain Fletcher on the counter. The Jamaican beat the keeper but failed to keep his long-ranger on target.

All the goals came in the second half, in the span of eleven minutes. Four minutes into the second-half, the deadlock was broken as Rishad came pacing down the middle and made his finish look easy as he slotted it past Zothanmawia to give his side a crucial lead. Seven minutes later, Marcus Joseph’s freekick picked up a hefty deflection off Azharuddin Mallick and hit the back of the net.

Mohammedan needed another goal for the title but the third and final goal of the match was netted by the Malabarians. Just four minutes after the equaliser, Luka Majcen played Emil Benny through on goal and Benny replicated the finish for the first goal as Gokulam led and held onto the advantage till the full-time whistle.

Gokulam did not just become the first team to win back-to-back Hero I-League titles. The Malabarians also added another feather to the cap of Kerala football. Earlier this month, in a similar encounter, Kerala defeated Bengal on penalties to win the 75th Hero Santosh Trophy in their own backyard. Two victories that are guaranteed to inspire the already prospering grassroot football in the state.

The winners of the Hero I-League will get a prize sum of INR 1 Crore, while the second, third and fourth-placed teams in the table will get a sum of Rs 60Lakhs, 40Lakhs, and 25lakhs respectively. The list of the individual awards along with the prize money follows below.

Highest goal scorer (Rs 2.5 lakhs)

Marcus Joseph (Mohammedan SC)

Hero Moto Corp Best goalkeeper (Rs 2.5 lakhs)

Bhaskar Roy (Rajasthan United)

Hero Moto Corp Jarnail Singh Award for best defender (Rs 2.5 lakhs)

Bouba Aminou (Gokulam Kerala FC)

Best midfielder (Rs 2.5 lakhs)

Jithin MS (Gokulam Kerala FC)

Best emerging player (U-22) (Rs 2.5 lakhs)

Jiteshwor Singh (Neroca FC)

Syed Abdul Rahim Award for best coach

Vincenzo Annese (Gokulam Kerala FC)

Hero Moto Corp Hero of the league (Rs 5 lakhs)

Marcus Joseph (Mohammedan SC)

(AIFF Media)
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            Chris Punnakkattu Daniel

      
                  I'm a creative mind working in football management, consulting and media with more than 20 years of experience in football business and sports media. I love travelling, photography and share things I like. Consultancy, Project Management and Public Relations for professional football clubs, federations, media and corporates on (Indian) football. Indian football expert, writer and blogger. Strategic Advisor to Women's Bundesliga 2 side FSV Gütersloh 2009. Former COO cum Assistant Editor-in-Chief of IndianFootball.Com and its parent company. [+ Read more]              
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              New signing for the 2023/24 season: Markus Graskamp (Sporting Director) and Chris Punnakkattu Daniel (Strategic Advisor & Head of Media/Communication) welcome Merle Hokamp to FSV Gütersloh.  (Photo courtesy: Boris Kessler / FSV Gütersloh 2009)
            
            FSV Gütersloh sign highly-rated Germany youth international Merle Hokamp

            
              Frauen-Bundesliga
              May 02, 2023
            

          
        
                
          
            
              FSV Gütersloh's new signing Leonie Kreil with Managing Director Michael Horstkötter and Strategic Advisor Chris Punnakkattu Daniel. (Photo courtesy: Dennis Seelig / FSV Gütersloh 2009)
            
            FSV Gütersloh sign Leonie Kreil from SC Sand

            
              Frauen-Bundesliga
              July 18, 2022
            

          
        
                
          
            
              The Indian national team players and staff celebrate their qualification for AFC Asian Cup 2023. (Photo courtesy: AIFF Media)
            
            India put four past Hong Kong, finish top of AFC Asian Cup Qualification Group

            
              AFC Asian Cup 2023 , Team India
              June 14, 2022
            

          
        
              

    

  
        

      

            
      
        
                      About Me
			
Chris Punnakkattu Daniel

I'm a creative mind working in football management, consulting and media with more than 20 years of experience in football business and sports media. I love travelling, photography and share things I like. Consultancy, Project Management and Public Relations for professional football clubs, federations, media and corporates on (Indian) football. Indian football expert, writer and blogger. Strategic Advisor to Women's Bundesliga 2 side FSV Gütersloh 2009. Former COO cum Assistant Editor-in-Chief of IndianFootball.Com and its parent company.

+ read more


		
Contact me
			General Media Collaborations


		
Follow me on Social Media
    	
	
	
	
	


    
Instagram | @cpdfootball
			

	
    
		    


	

	
	



	    
	
	




		
Follow me on Facebook
			



		
                  

      

      
      
    

  






    			

	
    
		    


	

	
	



	    
	
	




		





    
              
                                  
                              
  

  
    
      
                  About Me
			
Chris Punnakkattu Daniel

Football Consultant & Sports Media Pro • Columnist & Blogger • #IndianFootball & #Bundesliga Expert • #CPDFootball
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	FIFA makes new women’s football digital marketing course available to Member FAs!Coinciding with International Women’s Day, FIFA has released a new course to support representatives in each of FIFA’s 211 Member Associations in improving and enhancing their digital marketing initiatives. The course, available free to digital, marketing, media and communications representatives within all of FIFA’s Member Associations, supports stakeholders in establishing or improving their digital presence […]

	IFA (West Bengal) celebrates International Women’s Day!The Indian Football Association (IFA) hosted a grand celebration in commemoration of International Women’s Day, paying tribute to the remarkable achievements and invaluable contributions of women from diverse backgrounds in their respective fields. The event took place on Friday, March 8, 2024, at the HB Block Ground in Saltlake, amidst an atmosphere of joy and […]
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